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PGS PGS 

•• HISTORYHISTORY
•• CONFORMITY ASSESSMENTCONFORMITY ASSESSMENT
•• ECOVIDA NETWORKECOVIDA NETWORK
•• PGS PGS vsvs Certification Criteria (ISO65)Certification Criteria (ISO65)
•• INTERNATIONAL SCENARIOSINTERNATIONAL SCENARIOS



HISTORY HISTORY 

•• 80 80 –– Verification by farmers and consumers Verification by farmers and consumers 
associations (autoassociations (auto--certification)certification)

•• 90 90 –– Latin America Latin America -- Inadequate standards Inadequate standards 
and certification criteria for small family and certification criteria for small family 
farmers (MAELA)farmers (MAELA)

•• 96 96 –– 2000 = Institutionalization of PGS 2000 = Institutionalization of PGS 
(Brazil)(Brazil)

•• > 2003 > 2003 -- Recognition of PGS (Brazil, Recognition of PGS (Brazil, 
Uruguay, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Uruguay, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, …………))



HISTORY CONFORMITY HISTORY CONFORMITY 
ASSESSMENT GLOBAL TRADEASSESSMENT GLOBAL TRADE

•• 80 80 –– 90 = Inspection, certification, 90 = Inspection, certification, 
accreditation, accreditation, …………..

•• 95 95 –– 2000 => Conformity assessment2000 => Conformity assessment
•• TBT (95)TBT (95)

–– 1997, 2000, 2003 1997, 2000, 2003 -- TriennalTriennal Reviews Reviews 
•• Supplier Conformity DeclarationSupplier Conformity Declaration
•• Few/none participation (Few/none participation (““activeactive””) of Low Income ) of Low Income 

Countries on Countries on standartizationstandartization (ISO, CODEX, WTO, (ISO, CODEX, WTO, ………….) .) 



BASIC BASIS OF CONFORMITY BASIC BASIS OF CONFORMITY 
ASSESSMENTASSESSMENT

•• TechnicalTechnical competencecompetence recognitionrecognition
–– QualityQuality SystemSystem, , InfrastructureInfrastructure, , PersonalPersonal, , EvaluationEvaluation ofof thethe

controlcontrol instrumentsinstruments, , PeerPeer evaluationsevaluations, ..., .........

•• => => CredibilityCredibility//ReputationReputation
–– EthicEthic, , ImparcialityImparciality, , CommitmentCommitment, , LongLong termterm relationsrelations

•• => => NecessityNecessity ofof continuouscontinuous mechanismsmechanisms ofof
attendanceattendance andand evaluationevaluation ofof thethe reliablereliable relationsrelations
–– ConformityConformity VerificationVerification (to (to preventprevent) # ) # InspectionInspection (to (to 

correctcorrect) => ) => operatoroperator andand marketmarket surveillancesurveillance



CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT 
PROCEDURESPROCEDURES

⇒⇒ TechnicalTechnical ConformityConformity
⇒⇒ LaboratoryLaboratory AnalysisAnalysis, , teststests, , essaysessays, , inpectionsinpections, , certificationscertifications, , 

accreditationsaccreditations, MLA, ....., MLA, .....

⇒⇒ Social Social ConformityConformity
⇒⇒ CommonCommon objectiveobjective ofof thethe groupgroup
⇒⇒ GroupGroup NormsNorms
⇒⇒ InteractionInteraction, , interdependencyinterdependency andand communicationcommunication
⇒⇒ LengthLength ofof relationsrelations, , reputationreputation
⇒⇒ Role Role ofof thethe basisbasis groupgroup
⇒⇒ HabitsHabits, , valuesvalues, , traditionstraditions
⇒⇒ Local Local CouncilsCouncils andand EthicalEthical CouncilsCouncils
⇒⇒ Database Database plataformplataform availableavailable onon internetinternet
⇒⇒ ..............



ECOVIDA NETWORKECOVIDA NETWORK
•• NetworkNetwork ofof 2.600 2.600 familyfamily farmersfarmers (290 (290 

groupsgroups), 10 ), 10 smallholderssmallholders ((shopsshops, , 
restaurantsrestaurants), 30 ), 30 NGOsNGOs ((technicaltechnical advisorsadvisors), ), 
15 15 coopcoop. . consumersconsumers

•• DomesticallyDomestically CommercialCommercial ChannelsChannels = 100 = 100 
streetstreet marketsmarkets (feiras), 20 natural (feiras), 20 natural shopsshops andand
supermarketssupermarkets, , governmentalgovernmental purchasepurchase

•• ExportationExportation = = concentrateconcentrate citruscitrus juicejuice, , 
essencial essencial oiloil

•• Total Total SellsSells US$ 1.2 US$ 1.2 millionmillion (66% (66% nationalnational
marketsmarkets))



Certification criteria Certification criteria vsvs PGSPGS
independence, impartiality, transparency, competenceindependence, impartiality, transparency, competence

•• Open Open justjust for for thethe membersmembers
•• AdvisorsAdvisors organizationsorganizations are are partpart ofof PGSPGS
•• NecessityNecessity ofof supportsupport for PGS for PGS actionsactions
•• EnphasisEnphasis onon participationparticipation/social /social controlcontrol, , andand notnot onon

documentsdocuments
•• OrganizationOrganization thatthat keepskeeps registersregisters is is notnot legalizelegalize
•• No No homogenityhomogenity onon thethe operationoperation andand compositioncomposition

ofof nucleusnucleus andand groupsgroups
•• No No existanceexistance ofof a a systhematicsysthematic modelmodel ofof internalinternal

controlcontrol in in thethe organizationorganization thatthat keepskeeps thethe registersregisters
•• LackLack ofof agilityagility in in thethe operationoperation ofof taskstasks andand thethe

circulationcirculation ofof informationsinformations



FAVOURABLE SCENARIOSFAVOURABLE SCENARIOS
-- SecondSecond, , ThirdThird TriennialTriennial ReviewReview TBT TBT –– SupplierSupplier ConformityConformity
DeclarationDeclaration (nov. 2000, 2003) (nov. 2000, 2003) –– Workshop 2005Workshop 2005

-- IFOAM/MAELA/ECOVIDA Workshop (IFOAM/MAELA/ECOVIDA Workshop (aprapr. 2004). 2004)

-- ““EmploymentEmployment”” ofof BrazilianBrazilian PGS PGS profissionalsprofissionals: FAO (2004) : FAO (2004) andand
GTZ (2005) => GTZ (2005) => practicespractices andand regulationsregulations

-- CYTED PROJECT CYTED PROJECT –– OA OA StandardsStandards for Ibero for Ibero AmericaAmerica (2005)(2005)

-- ECOVIDA ECOVIDA –– ICEA ICEA ProjectProject ( ( junjun -- novnov 2005)2005)

-- IFOAM GA IFOAM GA MotionMotion for SPG (Adelaide), IFOAM for SPG (Adelaide), IFOAM EuropeanEuropean GroupGroup
(2005) (2005) andand IFOAM IFOAM LatinLatin AmericaAmerica GroupGroup (2006)(2006)



FAVOURABLE SCENARIOSFAVOURABLE SCENARIOS

-- Workshop ICCOWorkshop ICCO--ASPTA // BIOFACH ASPTA // BIOFACH LatLat.Am. (.Am. (OctOct. 2005). 2005)

-- ITF FAO/UNCTAD/IFOAM (Dec. 2005, ITF FAO/UNCTAD/IFOAM (Dec. 2005, OctOct. 2006). 2006)

-- IFOAM IFOAM TaskTask Force PGS (Mar. 2006)Force PGS (Mar. 2006)

-- NearnessNearness withwith FairFair TradeTrade (IFAT, ICEA, CLAC) (IFAT, ICEA, CLAC) –– 2005, 20062005, 2006

-- ProjectProject BrazilianBrazilian GovGov., Andaluzia ., Andaluzia GovGov. (. (SpainSpain) ) andand Bologna Bologna GovGov. . 
(2005 (2005 -- 2006 .....?)2006 .....?)

-- PlanPlan for F6 EU PROJECT for F6 EU PROJECT ““FromFrom farmfarm to to forkfork”” ((octoct. 2006). 2006)

-- ......................
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