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	UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE

ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT


UNCTAD Regional Workshops for Asia and the Pacific 

Making Trade and Environment Issues Work for Implementing the 

Millennium Development Goals

Bangkok, Thailand, 18-20 October 2006

The UNCTAD secretariat has the honour to inform you that three meetings are being organized in close cooperation with UNESCAP, scheduled to take place in Bangkok, from 18 to 20 October 2006. These events will held back-to-backwith the UNESCAP Regional Workshop on the Trade and Environment Dimensions in the Food and Food Processing Industries in Asia and the Pacific, 16-18 October 2006, Bangkok, Thailand.

INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

Title of meetings

UNESCAP Regional Workshop: Trade and Environment Dimensions in the Food and Food Processing Industries in Asia and the Pacific, 16-18 Oct 2006 (http://www.unescap.org/esd/environment/cap/meeting/regional/index.asp)
UNCTAD
Meeting 1: Maximizing the contribution of Organic Agriculture to Achieving the Millennium Development Goals in the Asia and Pacific Region.   18 Oct 2006,  (13.30 -  17.30) and 19 Oct   (8.30-12.30) 

Meeting 2: Briefing on recent and planned activities of the UNEP-UNCTAD Capacity Building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development (CBTF) 19 October 2006 (14.00 -17.30 hrs)

Meeting 3: Liberalization of International Trade in Environmental Goods and Services and its Contribution to Fulfilling the MDGs in Asia and the Pacific. 

All meetings will take place at the Conference Centre, UN Complex, Bangkok (see below for further information on the venue).

Registration and identification badges
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Participants are requested to register and obtain meeting badges at the Registration Counter, located on the ground floor, UN Conference Centre, between 08:30-0900 hours on Thursday 19 October 2006.  Participants who are not able to register during the period above are requested to do so upon their arrival at UNCC before going to the conference room.  Only the names of participants duly registered will be included in the list of participants.  

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
For identification and security reasons, all participants are requested to wear the meeting badges at all times during the meeting, at social functions and in the United Nations complex.

Foreign exchange
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Participants may bring with them into Thailand unrestricted sums of foreign currency in the form of traveler's cheques, drafts, letter of credit or other banking instruments, which may be exchanged for Thai currency at the prevailing exchange rates.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Participants may be required to declare the amount of traveler's cheques or currency in their possession on arrival at Bangkok International Airport.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Exchange facilities are available at hotels as well as at the Siam Commercial Bank, United Nations Branch, located on the first floor of the Service Building (telephone extensions 2168 and 2169).  It is open from 0830 to 1530 hours, from Monday to Friday. According to current exchange rates, one USD is approximately equivalent to 37 Thai Baht. 

Hotel Accommodation

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
A block booking has been made at the Royal Princess Hotel Larn Luang, near the ESCAP premises. The address of the hotel is the following:

Royal Princess Hotel

269 Larn Luang Road

Bangkok

Tel:  (662) 281-3088

Fax:  (662) 2801314

Website: http://bangkok-larnluang.royalprincess.com

E-mail: duangjai@dusit.com, rsvnplb@dusit.com, or smplb@dusit.com

Contact persons: 
Ms Duangjai (Senior Sales Manager) or 

Ms Pranee (Room and Guest Service Manager)

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
UNCTAD will directly settle accommodation expenses for the UNCTAD-sponsored participants. This will include the standard room rate and breakfast only. Participants will need to settle all additional expenses (i.e. telephone bills, minibar, additional meals, etc.). 

Lunch will be provided free of charge by ESCAP/UNCTAD at the Conference Centre, UN Complex, Bangkok, on 19 and 20 October. 
Arrival at the airport
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Participants should make their own transportation arrangements from Suvarnnabhumi Airport (the new Bangkok International Airport opened at the end of September) to their respective hotels.  Limousine, metered-taxi, and bus services are readily available at the airport. Further information can be accessed through the internet at the website: < www.airportthai.co.th >.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
To avail themselves of the services of limousine and public metered-taxi as indicated above, it is strongly recommended that participants contact only the officials who are authorized to man the counters located at the airport arrival lounge.  These will issue a a voucher/coupon for a limousine or taxi to the desired destination in town.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
Participants are advised that on departure, they have to pay airport passenger service charge. Current rate for the passenger service charge is 500 Thai Baht.

Local transportation from the Hotel to the Conference Centre, UN Complex, Bangkok
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
A shuttle service from the Royal Princess Hotel to the ESCAP premises is available. Participants can obtain further information on the shuttle schedule from the hotel reception desk.

Working language of the meeting
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
The meeting will be conducted in English and all documentation will be in English. No interpretation service will be available.  

Meeting documents
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
All documents related to the ESCAP meeting will be posted on the ESCAP website at:

< http://www.unescap.org/esd/environment/cap/meetings/regional >
Since the number of copies of meeting documents is limited, participants are requested to bring with them to Bangkok all documents that have been distributed to them in advance by the ESCAP secretariat.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
For documentation related to the UNCTAD workshops it will be posted at: 


< http://www.unctad.org/trade_env/index.htm >

Travel and administrative arrangements


 AUTONUM  \* Arabic 
In those cases where the participation costs are borne by the UNCTAD secretariat, the secretariat will cover  travel and DSA expenses only and will not assume responsibility for any other expenditures, including the following:

(i) All expenses in the home country incidental to travel abroad, including 



expenditure for visa, medical examination, inoculations and other such 



miscellaneous items and internal travel to and from the airport of arrival and 



departure in the home country;

(ii) Salary and related allowances for the participants during the period of the 


meeting;

(iii) Costs incurred by participants in respect of travel insurance, accident 


insurance, medical bills or hospitalization fees in connection with attending 


the meeting;

(iv) Compensation in the event of death or disability of participants in 


connection with attending the meeting;

(v) Any loss of or damage to personal property of participants while attending the meeting or losses or damages claimed by third parties as a result of any negligence on the part of the participants;

(vi)
Any other expenses of a personal nature, not directly related to the purpose of the meeting.

Reconfirmation of Returning Flight
16. Participants are advised to ensure that their return bookings are confirmed soon after their arrival in Bangkok.  For this purpose, they should contact the travel agent located on the first floor, Service Building next to Siam Commercial Bank, extensions 2820, 2821, and 2828.

Weather
17. The weather in Bangkok is warm and humid.  Light tropical clothing will be appropriate.   The conference room where the meeting is to be held is air-conditioned and the temperature is maintained in the range of 23-24 degrees Celsius (72-73 degrees Fahrenheit).

Local time

18. Standard time of Bangkok is GMT/UTC plus 7 hours.

