Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Shri Murasoli Maran, Shri Dipak Chatterjee, Secretary, Department of  Commerce, Government of India, Mr. Pedro Roffe, Advisor to the Secretary General, UNCTAD, Dr. Veena Jha, Project Coordinator, UNCTAD, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen.

This International Seminar on Systems for the Protection of Traditional Knowledge has been organized by UNCTAD and the Department of Commerce, Government of India jointly. Issues of indigenous knowledge and cultural heritage gathered over centuries have been passed down through generations. Today’s seminar is being attended by a large number of participants from many countries. Its deliberations confined to four sessions over two days, will, we hope provide us with the fresh insights required to develop the linkages between BD, Traditional Knowledge and the interplay with the post Doha negotiations in the TRIPS Council.

There are three papers in the folder for the Conference. The first is a paper from Mr. Martin Khor, who unfortunately is unable to come in person. The other papers are background material, one from UNCTAD and the other from the Government of India. These will provide the focus around which the discussions will resolve.

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to the distinguished representatives of over 14 countries (6 from Latin America, 7 from Africa and 4 from Asia), along with the representatives of WHO, FAO and WTO and several other international organization who are here to make their valuable contributions towards the evolution of the international dimensions to the systems of protection of Traditional Knowledge. I would also like to welcome the large number of Indian participants and the representatives of the diplomatic community. We are also fortunate to have Mr. Johnson a. Ekpere and Ms Meenakshi Raman both well-known experts on IPR with us today. It is expected that Mr. Carlos Correa will also join us by tomorrow.

We hope that this seminar will provide an opportunity to the representatives from the biodiversity rich countries to share their national experiences in protecting traditional knowledge. Based on these experiences we will discuss the international dimension of the systems of protection of TK and providing recognition to these systems. There is a growing appreciation of the value of Traditional Knowledge, which is important not only to those who depend on it for their livelihood, but also for modern medicine and agriculture. Traditional Knowledge can also make a significant contribution to sustainable development. Many Governments, including India, are now in the process of adopting specific laws, policies and administrative arrangements for protection of Traditional Knowledge, emphasizing that prior informed consent of knowledge holder be obtained before such knowledge can be used by other. This is particularly, true of genetic resources which have been preserved over centuries. All these and other vital matters pertaining to traditional medicine and agricultural practices followed by these communities over centuries have to be protected. These have international dimensions, which needs to be addressed by the global community.

In the overall view our approach should be to see that the issues of equity, consent, preservation of traditional life styles, prevention of bio-piracy and promoting use of traditional knowledge and importance of the development of IPR as a legal tool to protect these areas can be successfully concluded through discussion and negotiation in the various international fora. The seminar provides us an opportunity to devise a common strategy to reach our goals.

I hope that the foreign delegates will have a memorable stay here. Despite the seminar’s tight schedule, I hope you will find some time to see the sights of Delhi.

I would like to once again welcome all of you on behalf of UNCTAD and the Government of India.

