06Apr2002 INDIA: Bio-piracy prevention sought. 

By Our Special Correspondent.
NEW DELHI India has sought changes in the existing TRIPs (trade related intellectual property rights) agreement to include provisions for the protection of traditional knowledge and preventing bio-piracy. Other developing countries have supported the move and efforts are being made to form a "development coalition" to ensure benefits to holders of traditional knowledge.
This was disclosed here on Friday by the senior Adviser to the UNCTAD Secretary-General, Pedro Roffe, who said that the existing TRIPs agreement does not refer to traditional knowledge.
Speaking to presspersons at the conclusion of a three-day International Seminar on Bio-diversity, he said India has taken the lead in making out a case for making changes in TRIPs to protect traditional knowledge. Efforts are being made to ensure that developing countries are able to work on a common agenda relating to this issue at the World Trade Organisation (WTO).
The Additional Secretary in the Commerce Ministry, S.N. Menon, said changes were being made in Article 27 Para 3 of TRIPs relating to the potentiality of bio-technological inventions and plant varieties. India, Brazil and some African countries were also seeking changes in Article 29 which makes it obligatory for applicants of patents to disclose the invention.
An expert on TRIPs, Carlos Correa from Argentina said there was resistance from some countries to India's proposal for amending the article to make it obligatory for the patent applicants to disclose the origin of the biological material if the same was used as a basis of the invention.
The deliberations of the seminar focussed on the key issues of providing international recognition to the national sui generis system of protecting traditional knowledge and benefit sharing mechanisms at the international level.
The seminar is being attended by representatives from Brazil, Cambodia, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, Kenya, Peru, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Venezuela besides India.
The representatives expressed a strong desire to establish a development coalition. They also decided to work on two tracks. The first would be in the context of the mandate given by the Doha Ministerial Conference on the relationship between the TRIPs agreement and the Convention on Bio-Diversity and protection of traditional knowledge and folklore.
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