08Apr2002 INDIA: INDIA SEEKS WTO CHANGES TO PROTECT TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE. 

NEW DELHI, April 8, Asia Pulse - India and several other developing countries are seeking amendments to the existing World Trade Organization (WTO) agreement on Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) to include provisions to protect traditional knowledge and check bio-piracy.
"India has taken the lead in making out a case for incorporating changes in TRIPS to ensure the protection of traditional knowledge," Pedro Roffe, senior advisor to the Secretary General UNCTAD said here.
Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of an international seminar on Systems for Protection of Traditional Knowledge, he said the present TRIPS agreement does not refer to traditional knowledge and it is against this backdrop that the seminar is seeking to build a consensus among developing countries to have a common agenda in the WTO.
Additional Secretary in the federal Commerce Ministry S N Menon said that though changes were being made in Article 27 Paragraph 3 of TRIPS relating to the potentiality of bio technological inventions and plant varieties (i.e seeds), India, Brazil and some African countries were also seeking changes in Article 29 which makes it obligatory for patent applicants to disclose the invention.
An expert on TRIPS, Dr Carlos Correa from Argentina said countries like India were seeking amendment of the article to make it obligatory for the patent applicants to disclose the origin of biological material if the same was used as a basis of the invention.
"While developing countries like India are demanding an amendment, the same is being resisted by some other countries," he added.
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