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I. THE PROJECT: PLANNING PHASE

A. Background

 AUTONUM 
UNCTAD and the Foundation for International Environmental Law and Development are jointly implementing a project on trade and environment, funded by the UK Department for International Development. The main objectives of the project are to assist developing counties in:

· Improving policy co-ordination and developing approaches to trade and environment issues, reflecting developmental needs;
· Participating effectively in the World Trade Organization (WTO) Doha work programme; 

· Implementing practical and meaningful initiatives in at least one specific area; and 

· Identifying issues of common and possible cooperation at the sub-regional level
 AUTONUM 
The project will be implemented in three developing regions. In each region there will be one or two “core” countries and a relatively small number of other beneficiary countries. This note is a progress report on the Latin American project component.
 AUTONUM 
The project focuses on two clusters of issues:
· Cluster 1: Issues arising from the Doha Ministerial Declaration

· Cluster 2: Issues emerging from a previous UNCTAD/FIELD project
 AUTONUM 
The project has a planning phase until 30 November 2002. The main tasks to be carried out in the planning phase are:

· The selection of the “core” countries and neighbouring countries in the sub-region based on the criteria outlined in the project document;

· The identification of specific subjects that are the most appropriate for project implementation, proposed by “core” countries in consultation with other countries in the region;

· The identification of a lead government agency for implementation of activities in the planning phase of the project. 
· The organization of regional consultations to finalize a 2-year programme of activities in each region. 
B. Initial activities

 AUTONUM 
An UNCTAD Trade and Environment workshop held in Costa Rica, from 1 to 3 July 2002, was useful for making progress in designing the Latin American project component (see below).
 AUTONUM 
Following the workshop and consultations with DFID, it is envisaged that the Latin American component will focus on Central America, Cuba and the Dominican Republic. Costa Rica and Cuba have been chosen as “core” countries. Both countries have expressed a key interest, have actively participated in the previous UNCTAD/FIELD project and have the necessary institutional capacities. Other countries considered for sub-regional policy dialogues and other activities are the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,  Nicaragua and Panama.  It is envisaged to select at least 3, but preferably all, of these countries.
    

C. The Costa Rica workshop

 AUTONUM 
The UNCTAD secretariat, in co-operation with the Ministry of Foreign Trade of Costa Rica, held a workshop on Post-Doha Trade and Environment issues (San José, 1-3 July 2002). The workshop was held at the request of the ministry as part of UNCTAD’s Technical assistance and capacity building for developing countries, especially LDCs, and economies in transition in support of their participation in the WTO Post-Doha work programme. The workshop was funded through a contribution to UNCTAD from the Government of Finland. The workshop provided a platform for brainstorming and discussion on trade and environment issues among government officials, other interested stakeholders and international experts. The objective was to support countries in their participation in the Doha work programme and explore issues of common interest among participating countries. Six Central American countries, Cuba and the Dominican Republic participated in the meeting. The secretariats of UNCTAD and WTO provided resource persons. The Central American Council for Sustainable Development (CCAD) and the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) also participated. 

 AUTONUM 
The workshop provided an opportunity to discuss the project with officials and other experts from the region. The list of participants is shown in Annex I. It includes officials from both trade and environment ministries as well as 4 officials from Geneva-based delegations participating in the WTO Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE), as follows: 

	
	Ministry of Trade
	Ministry of Environment
	Geneva-based delegates


	Other

	
	
	
	
	

	Costa Rica
	6
	2
	1
	2

	Cuba
	-
	1
	1
	-

	Dominican Republic
	1
	1
	-
	-

	El Salvador
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Guatemala
	1
	1
	1
	-

	Honduras
	1
	1
	-
	-

	Nicaragua
	-
	1
	-
	-

	Panama
	1
	-
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	


Priorities

 AUTONUM 
Participants felt that both paragraph 31 and 32 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration deserved attention under the project. With regard to issues contained in paragraph 32 it was emphasised that the CTE had to report to the Fifth Session of the WTO Ministerial Conference (Mexico, September 2002) “and make recommendations, where appropriate, with respect to future action, including the desirability of negotiations”. As this report would have to be finalised in advance, most likely around in June 2003, participants considered that an examination of paragraph 32 was a priority, at least in the short run.

 AUTONUM 
Several participants noted that one key issue facing their Governments was how to approach the possibility of negotiations. There was broad consensus on the need for a thorough examination of the issues concerned, even if developing countries would eventually not want to enter into negotiations. The possibilities of regional co-operation in addressing the issues concerned and the identification of possible common interests were also discussed.

 AUTONUM 
With regard to the UNCTAD/FIELD project, several participants were of the view that immediate project activities (perhaps during the first 6-month period) should focus on specific parts of paragraphs 31 and, in particular, paragraph 32. However, adjustments might be necessary in the selection of issues to be addressed during the rest of the project, to take account of the outcome of the 5th session of the WTO Ministerial Conference. The report due at the end of the project’s planning face needed to ensure some flexibility for corresponding adjustments. It was noted that the project still covered a substantive period after the 5th session of the Ministerial Conference.

Tour de table, assessment

 AUTONUM 
In the final session, all participants presented their views on the project. It was clear that all countries were interested in participating in the project. Many participants the need for appropriate follow-up and the need to promote coordination and research. Some participants, for example the representative of CCAD, called upon UNCTAD to seek to effectively engage all Central American countries. Participants signalled that their countries were in differing stages of preparedness to understand complex trade and environment issues. Some suggested that training programmes were called for to sensitise their policy makers on these linkages. 

 AUTONUM 
Participants were requested to fill in an evaluation form and to provide a preliminary indication of priority issues. The key results from the perspective of the project are provided below.

What kind of follow-up should be given to the seminar?

	Issue
	Number

	Capacity building, national workshops, brainstorming
	10

	Exchange of information and coordination between Geneva and capitals 
	8

	Coordination of national positions in WTO and elsewhere
	5

	Analysis (market access, TBT and SPS Agreements, MEAs)  
	4


What are the priority issues for your country?

	Issue
	Number

	Market access
	13

	Eco-labelling, TBT 
	10

	Environmentally preferable products

TRIPS

Certification, in particular of organic products

Environmental goods and services

Trade measures under MEAs and the provisions of the WTO

PPMs

Traditional knowledge

Preparation of national positions on paragraphs 31 and 32 of the Doha MD

National/regional coordination  

Public/private partnerships 

National seminars
	5

4

4

4

3

2

2

1

2

1

2

	
	


D. Early implementation

 AUTONUM 
In Costa the Ministry of Foreign Trade (COMEX) has been selected as lead government agency. A focal point has been nominated in COMEX and a consultant has been recruited to assist in project implementation during the planning phase. The Ministry held follow-up discussions in August 2002 to identify subjects for implementation. An inter-ministerial meeting, involving COMEX and the ministries of Environment, Agriculture and Health was held on 12 August. The objective was to identify priorities for the project and preliminary positions on certain issues. In addition, in the context of consultations with the private sector on the WTO negotiations, COMEX organized a workshop on trade and environment later in August. This workshop provided another opportunity to discuss the project

 AUTONUM 
In Cuba, a consultant has been appointed to prepare a background paper. Discussions were held with Cuban authorities during the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and the mission of Cuba in Geneva. National consultations were held on 23 September 2002, involving the ministry of Science, Technology and Environment (CITMA), the ministry of Industry, Commerce and Tourism (MICTUR) and members of a National Committee on Trade and Environment. 

 AUTONUM 
Following national consultations in Costa Rica and Cuba, each country is proposing to take the lead on one or two of the issues selected for the sub-region. A final decision will be taken in close consultation with other countries from the region.

II. PROPOSALS

 AUTONUM 
Based on the process described above, Costa Rica and Cuba have made proposals for priority issues to be considered under the regional project component.

A. Costa Rica

 AUTONUM 
With regard to cluster I, Costa Rica proposes to focus on market access, in particular the issues contained in paragraph 32(i) of the Doha Ministerial Declaration. In fact, this concerns two distinct issues: (a) the effect of environmental measures on market access and (b) the elimination or reduction of trade restrictions and distortions that would benefit trade, the environment and development;
 AUTONUM 
With regard to cluster II, Costa Rica proposes to focus on the promotion of production and exports of environmentally preferable products (EPPs), in particular organic produce. Costa Rica thus  proposes a strong focus on the agricultural sector. These proposals are further elaborated in the paper submitted by Max Valverde, entitled Central American Scoping Paper on Short-listed Subjects (September 2002). 
B. Cuba

 AUTONUM 
Cuba proposes to take a lead, as “core country”, on Environmental Goods and Services (EGS) as contained in paragraph 31(iii) of the Doha Ministerial Declaration. The Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment would play a key role. Activities would focus on regional discussions on the question of definition and national studies, followed by a regional policy dialogue, on EGS sectors of interest to the region. As “partner country”, Cuba proposes to actively support activities to market access and organic agriculture, with special focus certification and promotion of exports of organic sugar. 

 AUTONUM 
Cuba also highlights genetic resources, access to benefit sharing and the protection of traditional knowledge as an issue that merits to be considered under the project. Cuba would be willing to act as “core country” on this issue. Cuba’s proposals are further elaborated in the paper submitted by Raul Garrido, entitled “Reporte de la  Consulta Nacional sobre  los Temas de Interes y Propuesta de Plan de Trabajo (Sepember 2002). 
III. FURTHER ACTIVITIES 

A. Geneva workshop

 AUTONUM 
The Geneva workshop provides an opportunity to further define priorities and other relevant issues. 

· How can the proposed priority issues for the region be further defined?

· What would be the key objectives of the project with regard to each of these issues, both in the context of the WTO work programme and at the national/regional levels?

· What methodology should be followed?

· How can possible synergies with specific activities/projects being carried out or planned in the region be promoted?

· Which national and regional institutions and research institutes should be involved in the project?

· What kind of analysis and information should be carried out in the region and what kind of assistance is needed, for example from UNCTAD? 

· What are the training needs?

· How should further regional consultations be organized?

 AUTONUM 
The workshop should make progress in preparing a draft plan of activities for the 2-year period 2003-2004.

B. Cooperation/partnership arrangements

 AUTONUM 
Effective implementation of this regional component will be enhanced through close coordination with regional organizations, academic institutions and other stakeholders.  The following seem particularly relevant.

· Cooperation with CCAD, for example in the context of national trade and environment seminars in interested Central American countries. 

· Cooperation  with the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, in particular in the area of capacity-building.

· Synergies with regional activities under the UNEP-UNCTAD Capacity Building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development, in particular in the area of training. 

· Close cooperation with the UNDP office in Havana, which also coordinates trade and environment issues in other Central American and Caribbean countries. Such cooperation could involve a larger national programme on trade and environment in Cuba.  

C. Further regional activities

 AUTONUM 
The planning phase envisages further consultations in selected countries in the region and a regional meeting, most likely in November 2002. 

ANNEX I: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS OF THE COSTA RICA WORKSHOP

Costa Rica

Ministerio de Comercio Exterior de Costa Rica (COMEX)

Sra. Gabriela Llobet

Vice-Ministra

Fax. ++ 506 255 32 81

Tel.: ++ 506 256 71 11

Sra. Alejandra Cobb

ACOBB@comex.go.cr
Fax. ++ 506 255 32 81

Tel.: ++ 506 256 71 11 ext. 299

Sra. Natalia Hernández

NHERNANDEZ@comex.go.cr
Fax. ++ 506 255 32 81

Tel.: ++ 506 256 71 11

Sra. Alejandra Porras

APORRAS@comex.go.cr
Fax. ++ 506 255 32 81

Tel.: ++ 506 256 71 11

Sra. Margarita Umaña

MUMANA@comex.go.cr
Fax. ++ 506 255 32 81

Tel.: ++ 506 256 71 11 ext. 478

Sra. Susana Vazquez

SVAZQUEZ@comex.go.cr
Fax. ++ 506 255 32 81

Tel.: ++ 506 256 71 11

Misión Permanente de Costa Rica ante la OMC

Sr. Roy Santana 

Misión Permanente de Costa Rica ante la OMC

Consejero

Tel.:( 00 41 22) 715 00 90

Fax.: (00 41 22 ) 715 00 99

roy.santana@ties.itu.int
Ministerio de Ambiente Energía y Minas de Costa Rica (SINAC-MINAE)

Sra. Patricia Marín González

pmarin@minae.go.cr
Fax. ++ 506 283 71 18

Tel.: ++ 506 283 8004

Sra. Lesbia Sevilla

lsevilla@minae.go.cr
Fax. ++ 506 283 71 18

Tel.: ++ 506 283 8004

Ministerio de Salud de Costa Rica

Sr. Federico Paredes

fede_paredes@yahoo.es
paredesfederico@hotmail.com
Fax. ++ 506 221 60 82

Tel.: ++ 506 256 68 34
INBIO

Sra. Roxana Salazar

rosacam@amnet.co.cr
Fax. ++ 506 255 12 09

Tel.: ++ 506 253 89 75

Sr. Max Valverde

m_valverde@hotmail.com
max@abogados.or.cr
Fax. ++ 506 255 12 09

Tel.: ++ 506 253 89 75
Consultants

Sr. Alex May 

Coordinator of the National Biosafety Committee

Tel.: (00 506) 260-6722

Fax: (00 506) 260-6722

Mobile: (00 506) 276-2066

alexmay@racsa.co.cr
alexmay@protecnet.go.cr
Sr. Jorge Cabrera Medaglia 

INBio- Indepent Consultant

Tel.: ( 00 506) 551 26 86

225 12 09

Mobile:  (00 506) 381 90 86

jorgecmedaglia@hotmail.com
Cuba

Sr. Raul Garrido

Ministerio de Ciencia Tecnología y Medio Ambiente 

División de Medio Ambiente

Tel.: (00 53-7) 867 05 98

Fax: (00 53-7) 867 06 15

rgvdpa@hotmail.com
raul@minist.citma.gov.cu
Sra. Natacha Guma-Garcia

Misión Permanente de las Naciones Unidas y Otras Organizaciones Internacionales en Ginebra

Chemin de Valerie 100

1292 Chambesy

Tel.: 0 22 758 94 36

Fax: 0 22 758 94 31

natacha.guma-garcia@ties.itu.ch
El Salvador

Sra. Bianca Bettaglio

Negociador temas de comercio relacionados con el ambiente y estandares laborales

Dirección de Política Comercial

Ministerio de Economía

Tel.: (503) 221 35 83

Fax: (503) 281 05 34

bbettaglio@minec.gob.sv
Sra. Violeta de Rodríguez

Técnico en cooperación internacional y proyectos

Dirección de Cooperación

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales

Tel.: (503) 260 89 01

Fax: (503) 260 31 13

Mobile: 877 86 57

jarquinr@marn.gob.sv
Guatemala 

Sr. Marco Tulio Cueva Lopez

Ministerio de Economía de Guatemala

Tel. (00 502) – 253 38 95

Fax : (00 502) – 251 67 08

Mobile : (00 502) – 216 53 96

mcueva@mail.mineco.gob.gt
Sr. Julio César Imeri Guzmán 

Ministerio de Ambiente y Recursos Naturales

Tel.: (502) 220-3801 al 06 

Fax: (502) 220-3801 al 06 Extensión 21 ó 28

Mobile (502) 704-0809 

juliocig@yahoo.com
Sr. Evelio Alvarado Romero

Misión Permanente de Guatemala ante la OMC

Consejero
Tel.: (00 4122) – 730 13 32

Fax: (00 4122) – 730 13 45

Mobile (00 4179) – 308 21 69
evelio.alvarado@ties.itu.int
Honduras

Sr. Santos Francis Rodríguez

Negociador Asistente Encargado de los Tema Ambiental y Laboral en la negociación de los TLCs

Secretaria de  Industria y Comercio

Tel.: (504) 235 50 47- 235 30 82

Fax: (504) 235 50 47- 235 30 82

Mobile: (504) 972 92 37

Francisrodriguez1953@yahoo.com
Sra. Jenny Elizabeth Suazo Navarro

Asesora en Comercio y Ambiente

Secretaría de Recursos Naturales y Ambiente

Tel.: (504) 226-6005 

Fax: (504) 239-2157

Mobile: (504) 990-8437

Jelisuan@cybertelh.hn; jelisuan@multivision.net; jelisuan@hotmail.com
Nicaragua

Sra.  Edda Azucena Martinez

Especialista Ambiental de la Dirección de Evaluación de Calidad Ambiental, Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales

Carretera Norte Km. 12 .5, frente a Corporación de Zonas Francas

Teléfaxes: 00 505 263 28 30

                  00 505 263 2597

nohelia2699@hotmail.com
Panama

Sr. Samuel Moreno

Economista Negociador

Dirección de Negociaciones Comerciales Internacionales

Viceministerio de Comercio Exterior

Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias

Edificio Plaza Edison, Piso 3-Vía Ricardo J. Alfaro, Panamá, República de Panamá

Tele.: (507) 360 06 90- 360 0600-0700

Fax: (507) 360 0691

econcex@sinfo.net
sammoreno@hotmail.com
Sra. Lilia Carrera

Analista de Comercio Exterior

Misión de Panama ante la OMC

Rue de Lausanne 94

Tel. : 41 22 906 49 99

Fax: 41 22 906 49 90

lilia.carrera@ties.itu.int
Dominican Republic

Embajador Julián de la Rosa y Guzmán

Embajador, Encargado de Asuntos Científicos, Tecnológicos y Medio Ambiente

Representante de la Secretaría de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales

Tel.: 809 – 535 6377

Fax: 809- 535 6377

acientificos@serex.gov.do
Sr. Raimundo Jiménez

Asistente Técnico

Representación de la Secretaría de Estado de Relaciones Exteriores

Tel.: (809) 535 62 80

Fax: (809) 535 96 10

Mobile (809) 330 84 59

Raihiraldo1@hotmail.com
Other

Comisión Centroamericana de Ambiente y Desarrollo (CCAD)

Sra. Rebecca Marín
Blvd Orden de Malta #470, Sta Elena

EL SALVADOR

rmarin@sgsica.org
http://ccad.sgsica.org
WTO

Sr. Jorge Vigano 

Trade and Environment Division

WTO

Tel.: 022 739 50 78

Fax:022 739 56 20

Jorge.Vigano@wto.org
ICTSD

Sra Marianne Jacobsen

Programme Assistant & Liason Officer

IUCN’s Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy

ICTSD

Tel.: + 41 22 917 84 92/8639

Fax: + 41 22 917 80 93

Mobile: 079 738 93 82

mjacobsen@ictsd.ch
UNCTAD

Sr. René Vossenaar

Chief,

Trade, Environment and Development Section DITC, UNCTAD 

Tel.: ++ 41 22 917 56 79

Fax.++ 41 22 917 02 47

Rene.Vossenaar@unctad.org
Sra. Veena Jha

UNCTAD.C/o UNDP, New Delhi, India

Tel: ++ 91 11 463 36 58

Fax: ++ 91 11 464 9895, 911 462 76 12

veenaj@youandaids.org
Sra. María Pérez-Esteve

Trade, Environment and Development Section

DITC, UNCTAD

Tel. : ++ 41 22 917 47 66

Fax : ++ 41 22 917 02 47

maria.perez-esteve@unctad.org









� 	The following criteria are the most relevant for the region (a) expressed interest in trade and environment issues; (b) expected Government commitment to support project implementation; and (c) real benefit expected to be derived from participation in the project
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