
WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION: 
WTO rules applied to health and environment requirements 

 

Administrative procedure: to assess compliance  
with requirement’s content & process specifications 

Requirement content Requirement process 

made implemented

non-
discrimination

proportionality

risk harmonisation 

transparency fairness technical 
assistance 

equivalence mutual 
recognition

Special and differentiated treatment (S&DT) 

GATT 

SPS 
 

objective: 
protection from pest, 

disease and food-borne 
risk  

TBT 
 

objective: 
protection of human health & safety, animal 

& plant life & health, environment 

Product content: 
e.g. max. residue levels 

Product process: 
e.g. take-back obligations 

Mandatory regulation/measure Voluntary standard 

W
T

O
 A

gr
ee

m
en

ts
 

H
ea

lth
 a

nd
 e

nv
ir

on
m

en
t 

re
qu

ir
em

en
ts

 
W

T
O

 R
ul

es
 


