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and Services in Trade and Development

Geneva, 9-11 July 2003
The Expert Meeting on Definitions and Dimensions of Environmental Goods and Services in Trade and Development, convened in accordance with the decision taken by the Commission on Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities at its seventh session, will be held from 9 to 11 July 2003. The Meeting will open at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 9 July 2003. The Meeting is being organized in cooperation with the WTO, OECD, ITC, UNEP and other relevant organizations. To facilitate participation by experts, the Meeting will be held back-to-back with the special (7 July) and regular (8 July) sessions of the WTO Committee on Trade and Environment. 

At their Fourth Ministerial Conference in Doha in November 2001, WTO members agreed to negotiations on “the reduction or, as appropriate, elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers to environmental goods and services”. The Expert Meeting will examine issues such as the definition and classification of environmental goods and services and policies aimed at promoting synergies between trade liberalization, the achievement of national sustainable development objectives and the strengthening of environmental goods and services sectors in developing countries.  

The programme of the Meeting provides for sector-specific discussions on the actual and potential implications of trade in environmental goods and services for developing countries in terms of environmental and resource management and policies aimed at strengthening domestic capacities. 

The provisional agenda for the Meeting, together with the secretariat’s annotations thereto, is being circulated as document TD/B/COM.1/EM.21/1. In order to facilitate discussion on these issues, the secretariat is preparing a background note, which will be circulated as TD/B/COM.1/EM.21/2. In addition, the secretariat is working on a conference room paper, which will present an overview of global trade patterns in environmental goods from 1996 through 2001 (TD/B/COM.1/EM.21/CRP.1).
Member States are herewith requested to nominate experts, who will participate in the Meeting in their personal capacity. The experts are expected to have a proven record in the subject matter of the Meeting, and may be drawn from governmental and non-governmental organizations, private entities or academia. The Meeting may be of particular interest to
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government officials and representatives of the private sector dealing with environmental and environmentally preferable goods, environmental infrastructure services, specialized commercial services, environmentally sound technology, and environmental standards and regulations. The secretariat will invite the nominated experts to prepare brief papers on issues they consider particularly important.  The papers will be made available at the Meeting in the form and language in which they are received.

Governments of developing countries and countries with economies in transition are requested to nominate one expert as a possible beneficiary of financing for this Expert Meeting. Nominations should be received at least four weeks before the meeting, and should be accompanied by a curriculum vitae of the nominee, his or her address, phone and fax number, e-mail address, and the name of a contact person at the Geneva mission. The Secretary-General of UNCTAD will base his decisions as to which experts should receive financing on the principle of equitable geographical representation, beneficiary needs, in particular LDCs, and the expertise of the experts concerned. Once the list of experts has been finalized, all travel arrangements will be made by UNCTAD in accordance with United Nations financial rules and regulations, though least costly travel fares will be authorized.

Upon arrival, and before entering the Palais des Nations, participants are requested to collect an identification badge at the UN Security Service, Villa Les Feuillantines, 13 Avenue de la Paix (close to the main entrance to the Palais des Nations). The Security Service is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is advisable to arrive by 9 a.m. in order to complete these entry procedures and reach the meeting in good time. Walking from Villa Les Feuillantines to Door 40 of the E-Building of the Palais takes about 10 minutes. Participants are advised to carry a passport or similar identification document with them.

Governments wishing to nominate experts to the Meeting are requested to do so by 
10 June 2003. Specialized agencies and intergovernmental bodies wishing to participate in the meeting, as well as non-governmental organizations in the General and Special Category, wishing to participate as observers, are requested to inform the UNCTAD secretariat of the names of their representatives by the same date.

All communications concerning representation at the Meeting should be sent to the UNCTAD secretariat, Intergovernmental Support Service, Palais des Nations, 
CH-1211 Geneva 10; fax: +41(0)22 907 0056, e-mail: correspondence@unctad.org. Other enquiries should be addressed to Mr. Alexey Vikhlyaev, Economic Affairs Officer, 
the co-ordinator in the substantive division; E-8009, Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10; tel: +41(0)22 917 5618, fax: +41(0)22 917 0247, e-mail: alexey.vikhlyaev@unctad.org.

(signed)

Rubens Ricupero

Secretary-General of UNCTAD

12 May 2003

