By present time enterprises of Russia have come to the important stage – introduction of production and technologies to international market, and especially to the market of EU countries. Russia is going to become the member of WTO (World Trade Organisation), that is why it is very important to harmonise requirements and approaches to certification of management systems, industrial production, production management, goods and services quality, in accordance with international standards. 

Adaptation of legal and normative base in sphere of international trade in accordance with international standards will allow Russian enterprises widen list of exported products, may remarkable influence on changing of production structure, its internal market structure, will make possible to introduce new technologies, innovations and as a result to attract additional investments. One of the main aims of this work is implementing of certification systems on conform to international environmental requirements.

Last time the growth of industrial manufacture in Saint-Petersburg can be observed.  In these conditions the competition at the market of products and services has become greater. In this connection chiefs of many enterprises have realised the necessity to create environmental management systems, improvement of goods and services quality, development of ecolabeling and certification of products and services, which can give them certain advantages in the market. 

Large companies are interested in certification with receiving international type certificate. However, Russian certification bodies cannot give certificates of such type. High costs and insufficient preparation of enterprises for certification give no possibility for certification by western firms. Therefore enterprises are ready to be Customers on realisation of ecological audit, consulting and certification by joint Russian-Western programs with participation of Western and Russian certification bodies. This will allow lowering costs of works on audit and certification for Customers.

In this connection Commission of Saint-Petersburg City Administration started the program on development and implementation of system of certification according to environmental requirements and ecolabeling. International Centre for Environmental Protection (ICEP) implements the program. In the framework of this program International Centre of Ecological Certification "Ecostandart" was created in summer of 2002. Its main task is obligatory and voluntary certification in the next spheres:

· Certification of manufactories; engineering processes; equipment for different industry sectors, including food industry objects, enterprises, which store, transport and sell oil products; and nature preserving equipment on conformity with environmental requirements;

· Certification of environmental management systems of industrial enterprises, companies, local administration and municipal bodies on conformity with State environmental standard (GOST R ISO 14001);

· Certification and ecolabeling of different products on conformity with ISO 14021 and ISO 14024 standards.

Standards of Russian Federation generally conform to international standards, and in some cases even more strict. Russian enterprises, which deliver their products and services to international market, realise, that for successful competition on international level, to conform environmental requirements of international trade, they need to pass international certification. And vice versa, for successful competitive ability of imported products and services, they need to pass certification on conform with Russian standards.

International Centre for Environmental Protection and International Centre of Ecological Certification "Ecostandart" suggest to organise co-operation on development of consulting and certification centre for:

· Preparation and certification of Russian enterprises, products and services, which enter international market, and firstly EU countries, on conform with international ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 standards;

· Preparation and certification of foreign enterprises, products and services, which are realised at Russian market, on conform with Russian standards;

· Implementation of ecolabeling of Russian production, which will be acknowledged in other countries, and firstly in EU countries;

· Providing consulting service while implementing investment projects on conform with environmental requirements and safety;

· Providing consulting service while preparing applications for financing of projects (applications for credits) on conform with environmental requirements and safety.

For example, implementation of joint work may be like this:

· Representatives of International Centre of Ecological Certification "Ecostandart" realise works on selection of Russian Customer for Western partner and take part in development of environmental management system and preparation for certification, which is held by Western certification bodies. 

· Representatives of International Centre of Ecological Certification "Ecostandart" and Western certification bodies realise joint certification on confirmation with Russian GOST R ISO 14001 Standard and international ISO 14001 Standard. As a result two certificates of Russian and International type are given.

Establishing the centres for joint certification on environmental requirements, which engage partners from developed, developing countries and countries with economics in transition, will contribute to the goods produced by mentioned countries promotion into the international market, and to international trade relations development, including collaboration development between countries-members of WTO and the rest countries, as well as the political mutual understanding on the international trade issues.
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