KENYA

EXPERT MEETING ON ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE

0.0 In Kenya the environmental issues are co-ordinated through the enacted Act of Parliament, The Environmental Management and Co-ordination Act, 1999.  The Act among others established National Environmental management Authority to under-take and co-ordinate the following:-

· Protection and Conservation of the Environment

· Environmental Impact Assessment

· Environmental Audit and Monitoring

· Environmental Quality Standards 

· Environmental Restoration Orders, , Environmental Conservation Orders and Environmental Easements

· Inspection and Analysis or records

· International Treaties, Conventions and Agreements

NEMA when fully operational, it is expected to undertake and co-ordinate all activities related to environment in Kenya.

1.0 KENYA EXPERIENCE ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN RELATION TO MARKET ACCESS

1.1 
Fish Exports

Kenya is one of the largest exporters of filleted Nile Perch.  Four years back the filleted fish was rejected by the EU among others due to environmental issues. The environmental were mainly centred  at:-

· The landing Beeches

· The Processing Plants
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The environmental issues were associated with the following:-

(a) 
Chemical Environmental 
 Hazards

(b) Biological Hazards

· The potential chemical hazards were attributed to pesticides, heavy metals and environmental contaminants

· The biological environmental hazards were assumed to be micro-organisms

· These issues were assumed to be there without risk assessment undertaken to ascertain the same

· Capacity to undertake risk assessment immediately to dispute the assumed findings was low
1.1.1 
HACCP

· The easy way out was to implement HACCP from the landing beaches, transportation and processing

· This led to creation and facilitating of confidence through certification and testing

· Accreditation of test laboratories to UKAS

· Implementation of HACCP, ISO 9000 and ISO 
14000

· Certification in product and ISO 9000

1.1.2 Certification 

We believe that certification to HACCP, ISO 9000 and ISO 14000, and with regular surveillance will achieve these requirements also create confidence of the main customers.
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1.2 Landing Beaches
· Fencing and maintenance of landing beaches facilities will remove beaches being environmental impediment to market access

1.3 Processing Plants

· Rehabilitation and relocation of processing Plants

2.0 STRENGTHENING CAPACITIES
2.1 
National Experience
2.1.1 
The following are methods of dissemination:-

· Technical Committees

· Seminars and Workshops

· Training programmes

· Trade Exhibition and Agricultural Shows

2.1.2 
National and Regional Institutions
· Development and implementation of Standards through participation of stakeholders

· Certification of products

· Harmonization of Standards within East African Community

· Accreditation of laboratories

· Harmonized proficiency Testing Scheme (HIPTS)
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2.1.3 Supporting Technology, Innovation and Enterprise Development

· Training include packaging and labeling
· New product quality (improve presentation and performance)
2.1.4 Promoting Research and Development
· Undertaken by Kenya Industrial Research Institute and Universities

2.1.5 Promotion of Business Partnership
· Industrial Promotion Centre

2.1.6 Adopting Specific Measures for SMEs, Consistent with WTO Rules

· National Training being undertaken to facilitate understanding WTO rules by SMEs

· Kenya Bureau of Standards through its training programmes promotes TBT and SPS Agreements

2.2 Capacity Building Needs

· Issues related to risk assessment.  Capacity required to assess the genuinity of measure taken and competence in identifying  risk when it arises also institute appropriate measures.

2.3 Technical Assistance 
· JITAAP of UCTAD, WTO and ITC
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3.0 TRADING OPPORTUNITIES

4.0 WTO DOHA WORK PROGRAMME
4.1   
Special and Differential Treatment Provisions

· These should be commitments not promises and wishes

· There should be specifics and time frame for their realisation

4.2 Transparency provisions relating to Standards and Environmental Labelling

· The issue is conformity assessment

· Recognised criteria for one stop conformity assessment,

· With one stop recognised criteria of conformity assessment discourage MRAs as these are usually bilateral and will be usually expensive to cannot be by developing countries

· The implications and objective of eco-labelling need to be defined and their implication to trade

· The requirements on eco-labelling are effectively and competently discussed with full participation of developing countries

4.3 Environmentally Preferable Products(EPPs)

· There is need to define and understand the implications of EPPs

· Are EPPs covered under other WTO negotiating forums including Trade in Goods and Services.  This is an issue that need to be addressed to otherwise could be duplicating and likely to be Technical barriers to Trade.
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