Opening Remarks by Mr. Abdelaziz Megzari, Officer-in-Charge, Division on International Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities, UNCTAD

· Ladies and gentleman, our Secretary-General, Mr. Ricupero, wanted very much to be with you today to open this meeting.  But unfortunately, he is out of town.    Therefore, it is a great honour and pleasure for me to welcome you to this meeting on his behalf and deliver his opening remarks.

· We would like to thank H.E. Dr. Ali, Ambassador of Bangladesh, for agreeing to chair this meeting, and also the Quaker United Nations Office and Actionaid for their cooperation in organizing this meeting.  A very special thanks also to my colleague Sophia Twarog who took the initiative to organize this meeting.

· 11 September is a sad date, but holding a meeting on this day is a symbol that life goes on

· The UNCTAD secretariat welcomes the adoption by consensus by the FAO Conference in November 2001 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.  The Treaty represents an important bridge between agriculture, environment and trade.

· This Treaty was negotiated in Rome, mainly by representatives of Agricultural Ministries.  We in the secretariat felt that delegates in Geneva would benefit from a better understanding of this important new Treaty and its possible implications for their work here.

· It was in fact a smaller meeting organized by the Quakers in May this year that made us aware of this interest and need.

· We are pleased that Mr. Jose Esquinas or the FAO secretariat, whom many refer to as the "grandfather" of this Treaty and Mr. Gert Kleijer, a Vice Chairman of the FAO Commission that negotiated the Treaty have joined us today to brief us on the background and most important elements of the Treaty.

· The Treaty contains elements which will likely have a bearing on Geneva-based negotiations, including provisions on farmers' rights, traditional knowledge, and the multilateral system of access and benefit sharing.

· These could have implications particularly for discussions in the WTO TRIPS Council on Article 27.3(b) and the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore. 

· UNCTAD is pleased to offer delegates a forum to initiate a process of reflection on these implications.  We are pleased to have with us Ms. Jayashree Watal of the WTO secretariat and Mr. Antony Taubman of the WIPO secretariat, who will bring us up to date on recent relevant developments in these two forums.  Mr. Carlos Correa, Mr. Julio Alvarado from the Bolivian Permanent Mission and Ms. Virginia Pérez Pérez from the Permanent Mission of Venezuela will share their reflections on the subject.

· Finally, the Treaty highlights the importance of farmers' rights.  Many WTO Member developing countries are currently seeking ways to meet their obligations under TRIPS Article 27.3(b) to provide effective protection for new plant varieties while at the same time protecting farmers' rights and taking into account the important contribution that farmers have made to the conservation and development of plant genetic resources.

· While UPOV is one option for national legislation, many developing countries have expressed concern that UPOV, particularly UPOV 91, may limit their ability to protect their farmers' rights.  They are looking for other sui generis options.

· The last two hours of the meeting will be devoted to a discussion of this matter. We are pleased that Mr. Graham Dutfield will provide an overview of this topic. Mr. Rajesh Aggarwal will present the Indian legislation on plant variety protection and farmers rights—one of the first developing countries to implement its own unique sui generis system for plant variety protection that also protects the rights of farmers.  H.E. Mrs. Asimenye Kalinde of the African Union will provide information on the African model legislation covering this subject and developments in Africa.

· In closing, I would like to stress that this is an informal meeting aimed at initiating a process of reflection about the Treaty and its possible implications both at the international and national levels.  Ample room has been left in the agenda for you to have a real discussion of the issues.  We encourage you to voice your thoughts, even if they are only initial reflections.  Your full participation is the key to a stimulating and interesting meeting.  I wish you all an excellent day.

