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Meeting on the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture: Implications for Geneva-based Negotiations and National Legislation

Geneva, 11 September 2002

The Secretary-General of UNCTAD presents his compliments and has the honour to inform Governments and organizations concerned that UNCTAD is holding a meeting on "The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture:
Implications for Geneva-based Negotiations and National Legislation" on Wednesday,
11 September 2002, in Room XXVI (first floor) of the Palais des Nations in Geneva.


The purpose of this meeting is to give a briefing on the Treaty and stimulate discussion of the possible implications of the Treaty for Geneva-based negotiations, particularly those related to TRIPS and the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore. The last part of the meeting will be devoted to a discussion on balancing farmers' and breeders' rights in national legislation in the context of Article 27.3(b) of the TRIPS Agreement. The draft agenda for the meeting is attached. Participants are encouraged to come prepared to share their views and national perspectives at this meeting.

Upon arrival, participants are requested, before entering the Palais des Nations, to collect their badge at the UN Security Service, Villa Les Feuillantines, 13 Avenue de la Paix (close to the main entrance to the Palais on the Place des Nations, on the opposite side of the road). The Security Service is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (non-stop). It is advisable to arrive by 9:30 a.m. to complete procedures and reach the meeting in good time. Walking from Villa Les Feuillantines to the E-Building of the Palais (Bâtiment E) takes about 10 minutes. Participants are advised to carry a passport or similar identification document on them.

To request a badge for entering the Palais des Nations and for all other enquiries, please contact Mrs. Sophia Twarog, Trade, Environment and Development Section, Division on International Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities, E.8034, Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10 Switzerland; tel: +41(0)22 917 5082, fax: +41(0)22 917 0247, e-mail: sophia.twarog@unctad.org.

(p.p. signed)

Rubens Ricupero

Secretary-General of UNCTAD

3 September 2002
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